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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 12th March 2024  
Present: Councillors S Langley, J Fletcher, D Saunders, B & V Crow and S Tizzard. 
Parish Clerk S Diaz and 5 members of the public. 

24/3A   To receive any apologies of non-attendance.  

  Councillors J Lunn and J Coleman sent their apologies.   

24/3B   To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda 

  Councillors Fletcher and Tizzard declared an interest in 24/3L. 

24/3C  To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th  
February 2024. 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th February 
2024. 

 
24/3D  To receive County Councillors report. 
  The report was sent prior to the meeting.  Councillor Healey did not attend the meeting. 

The Councillors would like more specific information related to the surrounding area in the 
monthly report including LCN updates. 

24/3E  To receive the Clerks report 

There will be a new zebra crossing on A38 at Downend circa the British Car 
Auctions.  Details to be confirmed by Somerset Council soon. 
Councillor Langley and the clerk attended the recent Local Community Network meeting, 
which provides very little information and purpose.  The information is vague and 
incomplete.   
Two residents at Downend have asked if there is any possibility of a bus shelter at Downend 
near the junction on A38.  I have said that we have set our budget for this year and 
currently as there are only two requests, we need more demand for it to be considered. 
Councillor Coleman suggested looking at the map of dog bin locations to see if we can 
relocate any to the new link road which would avoid more bins and the cost.  The clerk will 
ask Clean Surroundings which bins are less used and feedback at the next meeting. 
The J23 scheme and works related to it will not be carried out by Balfour Beatty, Somerset 
Council have put the contract out to tender.  Therefore, any of the jobs the Parish Council 
asked for will be delayed until a new contractor is found. 
The wall near the post office on Chapel path is in a poor state. A building surveyor from 
Somerset Council has assessed it and issued a section 77 notice to the owner to repair it but 
does not feel the path needs to be closed. 
I am awaiting a response from Somerset Council regarding their evaluation of the Manor 
wall, and ongoing discussions continue from Somerset Council Rights of Way team 
regarding the access query on Greenacres. 
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24/3F  To consider the quote to repair or renew the parish mower. 

  It was resolved to approve the quote to repair the parish mower. 
 
24/3G  To consider the casual vacancy application by co-option. 

It was unanimously agreed to appoint Jackie Maher by co-option for the casual vacancy of 
Parish Councillor.  She signed her declaration and joined the meeting as a councillor. 

24/3H  To consider a grant to Citizens Advice. 

  It was resolved to issue a grant to Citizens Advice for £186. 

24/3I  To consider the following planning applications 

Applications received after the agenda is published will be considered and discussed due to time scales. 

Planning 
application 
number 

Location Proposal 

42/24/00004 69 Rowlands Rise, 
Puriton, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset, TA7 8BU 

Erection of a single storey extension to the South, East, and 
North elevations and a detached garage. 

It was resolved to support the application due to good use of 
additional living space on the existing footprint.  The Council 
would like to enquire if the owners of 16 Webbers Way have 
been informed of the application.  

 
24/3J  To note the outcome of the following planning applications: 
 
                          The decisions were noted. 

Planning application 
number 

Location Proposal Decision 

42/23/00018/LD  

 

Gravity, 
Woolavington 
Road, 
Puriton, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerse 

Variation of Condition 7 of Planning Permission 
Application No. 42/22/00007 (Variations of 
Conditions 2, 4, 5, 7, 9 & 13 of Planning Permission 
42/11/00017 (Engineering works to facilitate the 
remediation including earthworks and the 
demolition of existing buildings) to facilitate the 
remediation including earthworks and the 
demolition of existing buildings). to amend the 
Surface Water Management Strategy. 

Awaiting 
decision 

42/24/00001/POA  

 

St Michaels 
And All 
Angels 
Church, Rye, 
Puriton, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset 

Replacement of Chancel & Vestry roof slate and 
raising roof profile to incorporate insulation. 

Granted 

42/23/00013/EC Pitches 1 -4, 
Batch Barns, 
Batch Road, 

Change of use of land to a Gypsy and Traveller site, 
including four pitches (part retrospective). 

Awaiting 
decision 



 

 
PURITON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

3 
 

Puriton, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset, 
TA7 

 

42/23/00011 Adjacent To 
A38 And 
North Of 
Dunball 
Roundabout, 
Puriton, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset, 
TA6 

 

Variations of Conditions 3, 6 and 28, and the 
removal of conditions 8 and 31 of Planning 
Permission 42/20/00031 (Variations of Condition 
28 of Planning Permission 42/18/00014 (Hybrid 
application (full and outline) seeking; (a) full 
planning permission for the erection of a petrol 
filling station (PFS) with an ancillary A1 / A5 use 
and 2no. drive thru units with associated car 
parking, circulatory routes, landscaping, access 
(including internal roads), servicing and other 
associated works and; (b) outline application with 
some matters reserved for Use Classes B1, B2, B8 
and trade counter (Sui Generis)) to vary the drive 
thru and delivery.) to not construct A39 access and 
have all vehicular movements accessed via A38. 

Awaiting 
decision 

42/22/00029 Land Off, 
Batch Road, 
Puriton, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset, 
TA7 

Change of use of land to private gypsy and 
traveller site, including 3no. pitches each with 1no. 
mobile home, 1no. utility/ dayroom and 1no. 
tourer caravan. Also with, parking provisions and 
associated works (retrospective). 

Awaiting 
Decision 

04/22/00009 Land to the 
North West 
of, Knowlehill 
Farm, 
Crancombe 
Lane, 
Bawdrip, 
Bridgwater, 
TA7 

Redevelopment of the site for the erection of 6no. 
dwellings with integral garages and parking 
provisions. Also with improved access from 
Crancombe Lane and landscaping. 

Awaiting 
Decision 

24/3K  To approve the budget, bank statements and payments. 

Receipts from Villages Together-grant for Puriton Puzzlers £160.46 and newsletter advertising £180. 
It was resolved to approve the budget, bank statement and payments. 
 

Date   Payee Description Amount 

Unity 
Trust 

   

7.2.24 Opus Energy Electric supply £55.46 

15.2.24 R Walsh Newsletter software training £75.00 

15.2.24 Starboard Systems Scribe software £673.92 

15.2.24 Seed of Hope Nature reserve maintenance £240.00 

15.2.24 Puriton Puzzlers Grant from Villages Together £160.46 
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Date   Payee Description Amount 

15.2.24 Somerset Electrical Defibrillator installation £90.00 

15.2.24 Puriton Sports Centre Room hire £19.00 

15.2.24 S Chick Pump Track maintenance £250.00 

15.2.24 S Chick Assault course maintenance £275.00 

15.2.24 S Chick Picnic table assembly £80.00 

22.2.24 BT  Broadband at Sports Centre £54.16 

22.2.24 Wedmore IT Website Hosting set up of Microsoft and 
support 

£395.00 

24.2.24 Staff Costs Total £2242.72 

  Total £4555.26 

Equals  
Card 

   

2.2.24 Clook Website hosting £10.79 

7.12.23 Amazon Rubbish bags and wood stain £18.95 

16.2.24 Post Office Stamps £6.00 

  Total £35.74 

24/3L  To consider the broadband costs at the Sports Centre. 

Councillor Fletcher advised that Puriton Sports Centre will take over the cost of the 
Broadband provision at the Sports Centre from July 2024. 

24/3M  To consider the devolution of Manse Lane play area. 

  It was agreed that the following would be asked before a decision could be made: 
The right of way access as the park is on a private road, what implications would this have 
regarding access?  What does it cost Somerset Council to maintain the play area?  Are the 
footpaths around the perimeter of the path part of the devolution, who would be 
responsible for this?  Would a pre devolution inspection be carried out by Somerset Council 
if the Parish Council took it over?  If the Parish Council do not take over the responsibility 
what would happen to the play area? 

24/3O  Councillor reports 

Councillor Langley reported that he and Councillor Fletcher attended the meeting with 
Agratas and Somerset Council prior to the press announcement.  They were advised that all 
households in Puriton and Woolavington would receive an information leaflet.  Agritas are 
keen to have good community liaison with both villages.  They will produce batteries for 
Jaguar Land Rover.  The first stage will be in operation by 2026 with completion in 2030.  
Links with Bridgwater and Taunton College to offer high level apprenticeships are planned.  
Community funding will be available to both villages through a community fund and Section 
106 monies.  Piling will begin on site in Spring 2024. 
There has been a discussion to include an exit at junction 22A to enter the back of the site 
with traffic rejoining the motorway at Junction 23.  Somerset Council may take a loan to 
cover the cost which would be recouped from the business rates from the site. There were 
no details regarding the railway. 
Councillor Tizzard advised of parking issues and congestion on Middle Street.  The police 
have been informed and visited the area with nothing to report.  Residents are finding it 
difficult to access their garages and vehicles from other roads are using Middle Street to 
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park.  Emergency vehicles would not be able to drive through to assist a resident with 
parking in its current state. 
Councillor V Crow reported that Downend and the new link road was flooded during the 
recent spate of bad weather.  The drains on the link road have grass growing over them.    
There has been further speeding on Hillside.  HGV’s, double decker buses and transporters 
are using Hillside but getting stuck.  The clerk will ask if Traffic Management can add 
signage to say not suitable for HGV’s.   
The litter issue around the surrounding roads of Puriton is unresolved.  
Councillor B Crow advised that cars are racing down the link road, the clerk will inform the 
PCSO’s. 
Councillor Fletcher advised that the new cycle path is open at Dunball. 

 Items for the next agenda-Devolution of Manse Lane Play area 

The next meeting will be Tuesday 9th April 2024 at 7pm. End of minutes. 
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